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Curtain Speech

If any of you were here during the 2015 season, you may have been asked to fill out a survey. We were participating in a study to figure out the impact that nonprofit arts and culture groups have on Eugene’s economy.

It was a nationwide study, called Arts & Economic Prosperity Study, and Eugene was fortunate to be one of the communities involved. Now it’s all been compiled, and the numbers are in.

So here are a few:

62 million dollars: That’s how much business gets done in Eugene in a year because of nonprofit arts groups. 62 million dollars!
Here’s another number:

2400 jobs. That’s the employment that is supported by all that spending. Nonprofit arts and culture groups support 2400 jobs in Eugene.

And, it turns out that arts are disproportionately important to our economy compared to cities of similar size around the country. We contribute more than twice as much income and jobs compared to the nationwide average. Can you believe that?
So the next time somebody says, “Oh, the arts … yeah, they’re nice, but they’re kind of a luxury in these times, don’t you think?”

You can say, “No. No, I don’t think that. I think the arts are good for our economy. In fact, I know they are.”

And you can direct them to this study. It’s called The Arts & Economic Prosperity 5 report. If you want to learn more, you can find the details at ArtsBusinessAlliance.org/AEP5.
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